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new school year Is underway and Grace Packs
volunteers are buslly engaged in their program’s
mission. Grace Packs Inc. provides weekly weekend
food to students who lack an ample food supply

In over thirty St Lucle County schools. While at school,
children have the opportunity to eat breakfast and lunch,

but weekends can prove challenging for many local children
whose families are struggling with food insecurity. With that
In mind, Grace Packs Inc. seeks to provide breakfast, lunch,
and dinner items each weekend for students In need. A 100%
volunteer-run 501 (c) (3) nonprofit organization, Grace Packs
Inc. boasts many “community angels” to successfully bring
much-needed food to our area's hungry children,

School staff in participating local schools serve as the
first line of defense. It's all about the relationships; staff
members know their children and familles and are able to
Identify kids who are showlng signs of hunger. Nominations
are confidentially made by any staff member In a school
for a child and his siblings to receive food for the weekend.
After parent permission Is gained, the school’s Grace Packs
team places orders each week with the program Orders
and Delivery Coordinators to request Grace Packs for thelr
nominated students.

suntight Community Church has generously donated
pantry space to Grace Packs since 2017. Each Tuesday, church
and community delivery volunteers pick up assembled Packs
from the pantry and then transport the food to the schools.
These “dellvery friends” as they are affectionately called, use
their own vehicles to transport the food. The children they
are serving may never meet these special people, but thelr
Impact Is felt each Friday when the children carry home thelr
Grace Packs.

Other dedicated volunteers serve in the pantry, completing
a host of jobs from checking in food, noting expiration dates,
filling bins, and assembling hundreds of Packs weekly for
hungry children.
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at Agricola serves as the “Leader of the
Packs™. As the Pantry Coordinator, she
shares, “Since the pandemic, we found that
we've had to become more resourceful in
acquiring food to stock our pantry. In the past, we
just placed large orders with the local supermarkets.
However, with food shortages, we have not been able
to do this on a regular basis; we’ve had to rely heavily
on food donations from our community. Much of our
food over the last two years has been provided by
our local angels. They've really kept us going. With
up to 540 Grace Packs distributed each week, 'm
proud to say that we did not miss one week of being
able to provide our children with food. This is a real
testament to the caring people here. | have to say
that there is no shortage of angels in St Lucie County.’
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Community friends from Vic's Picks Realty offered a wonderful food
drive that helped us with our beginning of the year pantry needs.

Yy GRACE PACKS...

LOVE PROVIDES

his year, with changes in our
economy and increases in
food prices, the volunteers
at Grace Packs anticipate
an increase in students
entering the program.
With supply issues within
supermarkets not completely .
resolved, Grace Packs Inc. welcomes
food donations. Non-expired items
such as oatmeal packs, breakfast bars,
raisins, soups, mac and cheese, pastas,
rice, beans, and peanut butter are wish list
items. These child friendly foods are a blessing to
hungry students. An initiative called The Peanut
Butter Brigade has been a welcomed addition to the
Grace Packs program, as 12 - 17 oz. jars of peanut
butter provide protein for struggling children.
Community members or businesses’
interested in making a food or
financial donation, or anyone
seeking volunteer opportunities
may visit the website
gracepacks.org or make an
Inquiry at info@gracepacks.org.
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children they had nominated for their program. As one
school Gracie shared, "It is a bright light in my life to be
able to ensure that we can provide our students with the
nutrition thet they need. Ican only do this, thanks to
Grace Packs. We have many students who would have
nothing between lunch Friday and breakfast Monday. We
cannot thank you enough for these resources; they truly
change lives”

unlight Community Church has provided Grace

Packs with a large pantry space at the rear of

their building where volunteers gather every

week to contribute in various ways including

packing, sorting, stocking, delivering Packs to
schools and many other tasks to ensure that food gets into
the hands of kids on Friday afternoons.

Many other businesses, service organizations,
community groups. churches and individuals assist Grace
Packs with their mission through monthly donations,
/% food contributions, packing parties, car washes
or other beneficial activities. One such beneficial

activity has been group collections of jars of peanut
butter through Grace Packs’ new initiative, The Peanut
Butter Brigade,

to deliver 11,252 bags of food to kids who might otherwise
o without food for the weekend. School volunteers,
“Gracies”, then distributed the Packs cach Friday to the
7
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& kids in St Lucie County ~Anyone interested in providing financial support to
return to schoof on August Grace Packs Inc. can do so by sending your donation
10th after their short summer to Grace Packs Inc, PO, Box 881871, Port St. Ludie, FL
break many may be excited 34988, Grace Packs Inc. is recognized as a 501 (c)(3)

about attending a new schoal,
reuniting with friends they haven't seen
for a while, getting out of the hot summer
sun and back into an air conditioned
classroom, new school clothes and even
the adventure of leaming new things,

public charity. If you would like additional information
on how to become involved through volunteering time,
making food contributions or other activities, visit their

website at www.gracepacks.org or contact them via “What began in the heart Of two
their Facebook Page or email: info@gracepacks.org, ; : e
St Lucie Public School District

But there are also hundreds of kids ' Grace Packs welcomes non-expired food items.
excited about returning to school because they know Grace Packs Incorporated is celebrating its tenth year Suggested items include: QMP‘OWQS at one school has
that on Friday afternoons, they will be going home of providing weekend nourishment to children who may « Granoln bars / Cereal bars L eI . .
with a Grace Pack that contains enough breakfast, be suffering from food insecurity. What began in the . Oatmeal packs (@ developed into a well-organized,
hinch, dinner and snack items to get them through the  heart of two St Lucie Public School District employees + Raisins PRAL L )
weekend. Each Grace Pack typically includes 2 breakfast  at one school bas developed into a well-organized, 100% « Soups, stews, tuna N\ 100% volunteer run program serving
items, 4 entrees, fruit, a drink, and snacks. With the volunteer run program serving over thirty schools and « Ramen Noodles / Vigo rice R over thllfy schools and nearly SiX
current Projected Child Food Insecurity Rate for St nearly six hundred children every week. During the 2020 « Chef Boyardee pastas / Mac & Cheese s>
Lucie County listed as 20.4%, many children needand /2021 school yeax, a year that presented many logistical  Crackers with cheese or peanut butter hundred children every week.”
will benefit from the extra support Grace Packs provide,  challenges as a result of Covid 19, Grace Packs Inc. was able « Jars of Peanut Butter (12 - 17 0z size)
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Pandemic gives Grace Packs much food for thought

BY PATRICK McCALLISTER | Comespondent

Grace Packs has an unusual food-assis-
tance model that counts on schools’ partic-
ipation.

That's presenting challenges in the
COVID-19 pandemic.

“We no longer had access to our kids”
said Laura Klosterman, director of Grace
Packs. "What we've done - after much
prayer - is give to the people we do have
contactwith.”

Grace Packs is a hunger prevention pro-
gram that, as its pame implies, gives chil-
dren and youths meal packs to cover week-
ends when they don't have school cafeterias
providing breakfasts and lunches, Usually
food-assistance programs go through the
parents approaching them to reach the
children. Grace Packs goes ta the children
to reach the families. It does this by school
personnel, called “gracies,” watching for
and nominating children and youths in
need toreceive the packs. That has spanned
contac i volunteers in more than 30 St Lucie
County schools and about 600 students get-
ting meal packs a week.

It's hard to believe, but on a good week
a fifth of St Lucie children and youths are
food insecure. OFcourse, St Lucie isa'thav-
ing good weeks at the moment. The novel
coranavirus smashed into Jocal life with the
Florida Department of Health announcing
on March 2 the disease it causes, COVID-19,
wasinthe Sunshine State, On March 9, Gov.
Ron DeSantis declared a state of emergen-
cy in all 67 counties. St, Lucie’s children
and youths started their spring breaks after
March 13. During that time, schools closed
for what has wrned out to be a balance of
the 2019-2020 school year. Grace Packy

madel crashed even as the need grew

“St. Lucie Catholic {Church) raised food
(in March)” Klosterman said. “We were go-
ing to pack it and send it to schools in April
Thatfellapart.”

The not-for profit uses space donated by
Sunlight Community Church to store food
and gather volunteers to pack weekend
meals, Klosterman attends the St Luck
West church, but Grace Packs Is a stand-
alone not-for-profit, It found itself with
stocked shelves and closed schools.

But, Klosterman said, Grace Packs still
had relationships. Local educators - gra-
cies - still had some cantact with their stu-
dents Gracies were hearing stories about
homes running short on food. Grace Packs
couldn’t host its Wednesday packing time
o send dozens to meal packs to schools on
Fridays. But, it now had contact with fam.
ilies and their neighborhoods. It shifted
from packs for and to children and youths,
o giving lots of individual tems to families.

“We gave to families whao've found them-
selves in need,” Klosterman said, *Many

had never been In need before. Then we
opened it up to them to give to their neigh-
bars. We did a drive-through day for them
to pick up food for their neighbars.”

Now the discussion is about schools re-
opening on Aug. 10. On June 11 DeSants
announced school reopening plans that
include a $475 million pot from the Coro-
navirus Aid, Relief and Economic Securi-
1y (CARES) Act for districts to draw from.
Klosterman sald Grace Packs is prayerful-
ly waiting to see how a schools reopening
shapes up for St Lucie County to figure out
how it will operate after August.

“We're going to have to find new ways
1o how we do things to bring food to kids,"
she said. “It's going to require engaging the
community about the Kids in need and how
they can help”

What's cenain is the days of dozens of
volunteers standing shoulder-to-shoulder
seiting up students’ meal packs are gone for
the foreserable future.

“We think we're going to be doing things
inshifts, staggering davs to make it safer for

Coordirator Wendy Stewart, - WTie OF GANCE PACKS

the volunteers,” Klosterman said.

Still, Grace Packs will need volunteers,
and food and cash donations Its food bill
has been about 510,000 a month. Interested
people can find out more about both donat-
ing and volunteering at www.gracepacks.
org. Klosterman said she's confident God
will show Grace Packs the way.

“You have to color outside the lines and
come upwith ways to dothis,” she said, =
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Weekend meals for kids are in the bag, thanks to Grace Packs
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y ‘The audience Is very responsive to the many diverse songs that are performed at the Giving Concert
and the students enjoy sharing thes musical tatent while sugporting families in need” she

exclaimed. "The students are aware that all of the food donations go directly back into our community
through the Grace Packs program. For many St Lucle Public Schoot children - including many who
actually performed in the concert - the breakfasts and lunches they eat at school are the only meals
they can count on’

pometown News

NEWS SPORTS ALE GIFT CERTS BUSINESS CALENDAR OPINION CRIME COLUMNS OSITS MULTIMEDIA ANNOUNCE E-EDMON
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This year's concert did have some highlights for the event founder, which included first-time
performances from two school choruses she labeled as “outstanding”

community feels like.

“They were the Dan McCarty Men of Note. which is a new choral group consisting of all seventh- and
eighth-grade boys.” she explained. “They performed Come Sall Away and Jack Was Every Inch A
Sailor, ithe latter] featuring a select group of soloists singing the comical retelling of the [Biblicall
Jonah tale with a Newfoundiand whaler as protagonist. In addition, the West Gate Middle School
-« Cholr under the direction of Zachary Maes and James Lebon participated In their first performance in
the Giving Concert”

Hundreds attend Eighth Annual Giving Concert

-0

By Danaid Rodngue  Nov 77 2019

o
Use 1 : As the St. Lucie County School District’s Liaison for the Arts, Assistant to the Superintendent Kevin
Gelng to Pulm Besd  PRITY has worked alongside Dr. Jones to promote the Giving Concerts since the beglinning and has

Same Day Do
m.-'-'»‘:;.a..éa. Mic watching the growing awareness ameng both the students who perferm and the concertgoers in the

GRACE PACKS...

LOVE PROVIDES community of the problem of weekend hunger.

“The interest in performing by our students continues to increase as they realize that some of their
peers are food insecure, so they could very well be helping one of their friends or fellow chorus

members.” he said. "l think our individual schools along with this concert have truly increased their
Competing activities/new venue led to smaller crowd at this year's concert dedicated to Grace Packs awareness and understanding of the food insecurity in our county and how it affecis students and

program their ability to tearn and do their best”

ftvag

For Dr. Perry. the highlight of each concert is the mass choir performance at the end. when all the
participating choruses join their voices in song. They culminated this year's concert with a mass
rendition of God Bless America.

FORT PIERCE - Organizers lauded the success of the Eighth Annual Giving Concert held Oct 17
despite a smaller crowd and fewer participating choruses due to a schedule change, conflicting
events in the St. Lucie County District and the move this year to a new venue.

To see all of the high-schoot and middle-school students join together to make one cholr that totals

about 250 voices is amazing.” he exclaimed, “To hear their song of hope and Inspiration and witness
the smiles and sincerity on their face is truly heartwarming”

Dan McCarty Choral Director Rolanda Jones has organized the Giving Concert since its inception in
2011 and sald approximately 400 spectators attended the event held for the first time in the Fort
Pierce Central High School Auditorium. Numbers of spectators have topped 700 in past concerts held
at Lincoln Park Academy. but Dr. Jones said this year's event lacked choruses that traditionally have
performed in past concerts,

Laura Klosterman, a former St Lucie County teacher, sald she "led by God" to launch the not-for-profit
Grace Packs program in 2011 after seeing children ‘coming to school sick en Mondays™ due to
insufficient food aver the weexend. Although unable to altend this year's concert due to a visit to the
Holy Land. Ms. Klosterman expressed her gratitude to the organizers. participants and the attendees

"The Giving Concert was held two weeks earlier due to District events.” she sald. "in addition. several
for their generosity.

choirs were not able to participate due to other school-retated activities and commitments”
"We are so very grateful that we were chosen as the food reciplents again this year” she said via emall

Even in its reduced form, this year's concert included performances by choruses from Allapattah FIats o ierael it shows how students can use their God-given talents to make a difference for their

K-8, Dan McCarty Middle School. Forest Grove Middle School. Fort Pierce Central High School. Fort  hungry peers’

Pierce Westwood High School, Lincoln Park Academy and Port St, Lucie High School. Dr. Jones

remains upbeat about both the turnout and participants, saying she knew from the beginning the

Giving Concert would be an annual event due to community support for the arts and a desire to help

11/27/19

Dr. Jones said that as of last year. “over 5,500 pounds of food™ had been donated at Giving Concetts
since 2011 Ms. Klosterman and her team of volunteers have been busy expanding the Grace Packs
program to reach even more children over the ensuing years.

"Currently. we are humbled and blessed to be in 29 local schools.” the latter explained in the
email. "As the school year ended in June, we were feeding 702 students every weekend. Each new
school year we begin new rosters when nominations from school staff come in. We are currently
feeding close to 400 students each weekend”

As a former band director, Dr. Perry sald he understands the importance of the arts in the
development of weall-rounded students.

“When our students sing. they offer the gift of music.” he emphasized. "Our audiences offer a non-
perishable item, and together through song and those items will make a happier. healthier

LR L

https://www.hometownnewstc.com/news/hundreds-attend-eighth-

the less fortunate. Admission to the concerts is a non-perishable food item destined for Grace Packs,
a weekly weekend backpack program that provides necessary food items to St Lucie County

annual-giving-concert/article be3fad6e-1080-11ea-86b2-

db25f5f5220b.html

students in need.
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Walmart donates $10,000 to St. Lucie County

insecurity nonprofit, Grace Packs

Catle Wegman, T ¢ Coast N

f v in ® [ =
For at least four weekends, nearly 500 children won't go hungry in St. Lucie County.

That's because Grace Packs received a record $10,000 donation Wednesday that will
allow the nonprofit to make at least 2,000 meals, with each costing between $3.50 to
$5.

Those meals will go home each Friday with “food-insecure” students — those who
don't know where their next meal will come from — to ensure they get enough to eat
on weekends. The packs include soup, pasta, catmeal, granofa bars and appie juice.

"We just know that this money will go toward purchasing so much food and drinks for
these kids, and we're grateful for the opportunity to get the word out that there is an
issue of child hunger in this community,” said Grace Packs Director Laura Kloslerman.

Food insecurity

At the beginning of each new year, the staff at 29 public schools nominate students for
the Grace Packs program, looking for warming signs of hunger such as depression,
frequent stomach and headaches, and even stealing food from the cafeteria.

Grace Packs, which launched nine years ago at Oak Hammock K-8 in Port St. Lucie,
eventually hopes to expand into all 44 public schools to help feed even more of the
county’s estimated 13,000 food-insecure children.

More: Nearly 100,000 people go hungry on Treasure Coast

CONSIDER SUBSCRIBING TODAY: Help support our local journalism

Though she was a teacher for over 30 years, Klosterman said she didn't realize how
prevalent food insecurity was until she quit her job to launch Grace Packs full-time.

"When we started, we never thought it would go beyond the walls of Oak Hammock,”
Klosterman said. "And this has just been the best surprise.”

Grace Packs is kept afloat by myriad grants, donations, fundraising campaigns from
corporations such as Publix, local businesses such as Rick's Diner and civic clubs
such as the Elks, as well as events such as the long-running Giving Concert.

11/13/19

Walmart charity

The donation came from Waimart, thanks to Heather
Gunnell, manager of the Neighborhood Market on St.
Lucie West Boulevard. She, along with eight
associates, has been volunteering with Grace Packs
at least once a month for two years.

Gunnell was one of the 25 worldwide winners of the

; _ Walmart Assoclate Challenge, an initiative to spark
‘48 random acts of kindness throughout communities. The
Savannah Clements and Angela surprise announcement was made during an event at

Smith pack food items for Grace  har store Wednesday moming.
Packs. (Photo: submittod)

ADVERTISEMENT

“It feels surreal,” Kiosterman said, unable to hold back tears when she was
unexpectedly awarded a $10,000 check. “We've never received a grant this size."

Gunnell said her experience with Grace Packs has been “truly amazing.”

https://www.tcpalm.com/story/new/local/st-lucie-

county/2019/11/13/walmart-donates-st-lucie-food-insecurity-nonprofit-

grace-packs/2561166001
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Every year the Port St. Lucie Business Women awards 10/2/19
thousands of dollars in grants from money raised in the
organization’s annual spring Fashion Show. The Community
Action & Grants Committee of the Port St. Lucie Business

. Women is charged with the responsibility to consider projects
in which to recommend providing financial grants. In keeping
with the mission of the Port St. Lucie Business Women, all

. projects chosen must have a primary focus on programs
benefiting women or children. Congratulations to our 2019-
2020 Grant Recipients! Tykes & Teens, Sarah’s Kitchen of the
Treasure Coast,Inc., Inner Truth Project, Friends In Pink, Grace
Packs, GraceWay Village, and Council on Aging of St. Lucie,
Inc.

https://www.facebook.com/Nonprofit-Organization/Graxce-Packs-
906659869387212/
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Local diner hosts food drive to help SLC children

Sabrina Spangler, Speclal to TCPalm Ind ! , 201

f ’ i n . kot “«

&

in PORT ST. LUCIE — Rick’s Diner and Brady Young
of Port St. Lucie, are collecting food items that will

bad benefit the children of St. Lucie County.

& The main request is for protein items such as peanut

: Ay butter, tuna fish, and Chef Boyardee-type canned
Photo: CONTRIBUTED BY meals. Easy open cans are preferred but not
SHEILA YOUNG) required

These items will be contributed to Grace Packs’ food
pantry. The food will then be distributed to schools in St. Lucie County. Grace Packs is
a local organization that provides "weekly weekend food for students who lack an
ample food supply.”

Each year, the Grace Packs’ pantry and the school pantries are in need of extra food

items to cover the extended holiday breaks,

Men's homeless shelter to
Visit www.GracePacks. org to learn more about its mission. Food donations can be ’ ‘ open in Fort Pierce
dropped off to Rick's Diner, at its new location, 466 SW Port St Lucie Blvd, Sulte 301, A pf‘r‘s 2018, 2:59
in the CocoVista Plaza

Food donations will be accepted at this location until the end of this year https://www.tcpalm.com/story/specialty-publications/your-news/st-lucie-
county/reader-submitted/2018/12/17/local-diner-hosts-food-drive-help-
slc-children/2344944002
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Annual Giving Concert to benefit St. Lucie County

students through Grace Packs
Kerry Padrick, Special to TCPalm
f ¥ in ® ( 3

ST. LUCIE COUNTY =~ The seventh annual Giving
Concert is planned for Thursday. Oct. 25 at Lincoln
Park Academy Auditorium, 1806 Ave. | in Fort Pierce

The doors will open to the public at 6:30 p.m. and the
concert, featuring area choral groups, will begin at

7pm

The evenlt, sponsored by St. Lucie Public Schools and organized by Choral Director Dr
Rolanda Jones, will benefit Grace Packs, which is a weekly weekend back pack
program that provides necessary food Items to students in need

Admission to the concert is a non-perishable food item (Chef Boyardee products are

suggested) donation

The concert will feature choruses from Allapatiah Flats K-8, Dan McCarty Middle
School, Forest Grove Middie School, Fort Pierce Central High School, Fort Pierce
Westwood High School, Lincoin Park Academy, Port St. Lucie High School, and St
Lucie West Centennial High School

For more information on the Glving Concent, contact Dr. Rolanda Jones at
Rolanda.jones@stucieschools.org

https://www.tcpalm.com/story/specialty-publications/your-news/st-lucie-

county/reader-submitted/2018/10/15/annual-giving-concert-benefit-st-

lucie-county-students-through-grace-packs/1651722002
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Grace Packs gets grant, support from Publix Charities, ¢
St. Lucie West Elks 1/9/18

Laura Kiosterman, For Luminaries bist I

f ' lh . bar g - E

The mission and joy of Grace Packs Inc. Is to provide @ NOW T"’s IS HOW YOU

weekly weekend food for children who lack an ample
food supply, relieving the burden many of these

SIS e Dy e ey AT PATRIOTS PomrE@

Publix Super Markets Charities recently offered
tremendous support to Grace Packs' efforts by

Photo: Provided by Grace Packs

Ine /For Luminanes)
awarding it a $5.000 grant.

The grant has allowed the organization to buy food for students in 24 schoois in St.
Lucie County. The goal throughout the school year is 1o furnish breakfast, lunch, and
dinner items at the end of each week to students who may be suffering from food
insecurity. As a 100 percent volunteer-ied program, Grace Packs is grateful for the
support from Publix Super Markets Charities.

Elks also help Grace Packs

St. Lucie West Elks Lodge No. 2823 members hosted their annual Christmas party for
Grace Packs families from Oak Hammock and West Gate Schools. While music filled

the air, children and their families were treated to a delicious meal, wrapped presents,
knitted hats, and handmade toys.

Elks and Elkettes have offered tremendous support 1o students struggling with food P ATRIO'IS PO lT
insecurity with generous donations to Grace Packs, delivering food and heiping pack

wAaEOFr T SSYORKTOW

Grace Packs. The lodge has provided summer boxes of food and sent students to

The Christmas party offers an end-of-year blessing to families from two participating
Grace Packs schools.

Community members seeking 1o learn more about the Grace Packs program or 1o offer FROM THE USA TODAY NETWORK

support can find more (nformation on the website, www.gracepacks org https://www.tcpalm.com/story/specialty-publications/luminaries/st-lucie-
county/2018/01/09/grace-packs-gets-grant-support-publix-charities-st-

lucie-west-elks/1019315001
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Every day, hunger follows kids
around at school, on the playground
and wherever they may go.

The mission and joy of Grace Packs Inc.
it to provide weekly weekend food for
students who lack an wmple food supply,
relieving the burden many of these chil-
dren endure by being hungry.

Did you know?

* On the Treasure Coast, 23.3% of our
children are food insecure; this translates
to 28,280 kids not knowing from where

their next meal will come.

* In St. Lucie County, 23.5% of chil-
dren are considered food insecure, These
14,000 children represent the langest
number of children in need on the Trea-
sure Coast,

Qur goal is to furnish break-
fast, lunch, dinner and snack
items at the end of each school
week to students who may be
suffering from food insecurity.

We are welcoming vol-
unteers on Tuesdays and
Wednesdays that would
like to our hungry
children by packing and

Research is based on "Map The Mzal Gap 2017: Food Insecurity and Child Pood Insecurity estimates
at the County Level," supported by the Howard G. Buflett Foundation and the Nielien Company.

even delivering Grace Packs to our
participating schools. Interested
individuals can contact me at
director@gracepacks.org for more
information.

God is continuing to bless us and is help-
ing us expand. We
now have a central
pantry, which is
located at Sunlight
Community Church
(located at 477 SW

Casbmere Bivd. Port
St Lucie, 34986).

Please join us on
December 6th at
our Quarter Auction
to support Grace
Packs. Contact us
for deails.

10/10/17
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Wishes granted: Port St. Lucie Business Women present

10/9/17

grants to non-profits

Dorothy Kamm, YourNews contributor

Treasure Coasl non-profit organizations that benefit iocal women and children.

« Council On Aging of St Lucie Inc. — $1,500. Meals on Wheeis delivers meais (o
homebound St. Lucie County residents 60 and older, especially those with the
greatest economic and social need

f 4 in . > 3

PORT ST, LUCIE — Every year, the Port St. Lucie
Business Women awards grants from money raised
in the organization's annual spring Luncheon and
Fashion Show

This year, the group surpassed fundraising goals.

Al its October meeting, the Community Action Grants WHAT'S YOUR HOME
committae prasented 58,000 in awards 10 nine REALLY WORTH TODAY?

SOUTH FLORIDA HOME VALUES
ARE UP 7.9%*

g ; ; i
« Grace Packs Inc, - $1,000. Weekend meais for children program will furnish two RISK AND COST FREE!
breakfasts, lunch, dinner and snack ilems at the end of each school week to carry * Risk and Cost Free!
Backed by Real Estate Professional
children through the weekend .
* Accurate & Timely Information
» HANDS of St. Lucie County — $500. Chronic disease diagnostic testing for female * Recently Soid Properties
patients suspected of having heart disease or cancer, two of the three leading * Similar Properties on Market

causes of death for women

* Current Market Statistics

« Hibiscus Children's Center — $1,500. Sanctuary4Kids program serves as a =
" s » \ -

temporary location for abused, neglected and abandoned children to wait while \\ ATER \# P( YINTE

‘ e lmgevon ‘

investigators find a safe piacement

« Thae Inner Truth Project — $250. Experiential Education Therapy teaches women
who have experienced sexual trauma how to overcome difficult situations and gain
valuable personal insights

« Leam 1o Read of St. Lucie County — $500. Family Literacy program

« Mind & Melody — $750. innovative music programs for older adults with

neuroiogical impairment

« SafeSpace

FROM THE USA TODAY NETWORK
$500. Food Pantry at its Emergency Shelter 1o offér nonperishabie

https://www.tcpalm.com/story/specialty-publications/your-news/st-lucie-
county/reader-submitted/2017/10/09/wishes-granted-port-st-lucie-
business-women-present-grants-non-profits/745986001/
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SLPS Donates to Grace Packs

On behalf of the SLPS District Office Events Committee, $500 was donated to Grace Packs. Laura Klosterman and Lisa Ferrick from
Grace Packs accepted the gift on behalf of the nonprofit organization that provides students and their families with weekend food

source packages.

http://lucielink.stlucie.k12.fl.us/slps-donates-to-grace-packs/
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Grace Packs is an organization serving St. Lucie County that provides weekly weekend food for students who lack an ample

food supply. Currently, Grace Packs provides service 1o 20 schools in St. Lucie County, thus relieving the burden many children
endure by being hungry.

This past weekend, Grace Packs and St. Lucie Public Schools volunteers supported the Pan Florida Challenge — a two-day, 180
mile bike ride to end kids’ hunger — one meal at a time. The ride started in Naples on March 11th and ended in Fort Pierce of
March 12

http://lucielink.stlucie.k12.fl.us/grace-packs-and-pan-florida-challenge/
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Mariposa Teachers Recognized for Their Work with Grace Packs

.“?,j pe——— T T )

By
[ -4

A
'

Michelle Smith and Jenifer Scipioni were recently recognized by PNC Bank for their dedication and service to the students at

Mariposa. Mrs. Smith initiated involvement with Grace Packs a few years ago and has been instrumental in continued support

of this outstanding program. Grace Packs is designed to help students who are in need of food support. Every Friday, food

items are sent home with identified children to augment the food available to them at home, Mrs, Scipioni has taken on the http://l ucielink.stlucie.k12.fl. us/ma riposa-teachers-recognized-for-their-
weekly logistical responsibility of this program and has even elicited help from a local Girl Scout troop in assembling the food R

items to go home each week. We are very proud of Mrs. Scipioni and Mrs. Smith! Work-WIth-grace-packs/
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Grace Packs Donations Support Students

What started out as a small packing party for approximately 150 meals
to support students and families in need turned into a holiday wish-
come-true as donations poured in to accommodate over 300 meals. The
St. Lucie Public Schools District Office Events Committee in conjunction
with Grace Packs, Pan Florida Challenge for Hungry Kids, and St. Lucie
County Fire District packed over 4,000 pounds of food into weekend
packs on Tuesday in preparation for deliveries prior to the holiday break.

“Each year our Grace Packs December food drive campaign provides a
boost for the Organization’s ability to support students; however, the
need to meet the basic nutritional requirements of our students stretches
beyond the ‘giving season.' Student hunger hampers student learning.
We want to remove barriers to help our students succeed, and Grace
Packs helps us do that,” said Superintendent E. Wayne Gent.

Grace Packs is a nonprofit organization that provides students and their
families with weekend food source packages. The program began in
2011 at Oak Hammock K — 8 School, and it now serves 18 schools.
Grace Packs Organization exists through the support of schools and
local community organizations. To learn more about Grace Packs, visit
www.gracepacks.org.

12/13/16
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Schools hold annual
Giving Concert

Concert raising donations for hungry students draws
hundreds to Lincoln Park Academy

By Donald Rodrigue

For Hometown News

FORT PIERCE -- More than 700 guests
crowded into the auditorium at Lincoln
Park Academy Oct. 26 to listen to the per
formances of local school choruses per-
forming in the Fifth Annual Giving Con-
cert to benefit the Grace Packs weekend
food program

Approximately 275 students sang in the
choruses representing Dan McCarty and
Forest Grove middle schools, Fort Pierce
Central and Westwood high schools, Lin-
coln Park Academy and Allapattah Flats
and Samuel S. Gaines Academy K-8
schools. Dan McCarty Choral Director
Rolanda Jones has organized the Giving
Concert since the first concert in 2011 and
said the annual event has evolved signifi

cantly over the vears. The participation of

 §
Samuel Gaines students represents one of

the newest additions since that school
recently incorporated music into its cur
riculum.

"The Giving Concert has become a
major event that the community and stu
dents look forward to attending,” she said
"There is an increased awareness of the
importance of the arts and how it can ben

efit all students.”

Dr. Kevin Perry, assistant to St. Lucie
Schools Superintendent E, Wayne Gent,
reminded guests Oct, 26 of the signifi
cance of the donations, which serve as
their admission tickets.

“In St Lucie County, 27.8 percent of our
children are facing food insecurity,” he
emphasized. “Your gift will benefit “Grace
Packs.” which is a weekly weekend back
pack program that provides necessary
tood items to St. Lucie County students in
need. To you it may just be a can of food,
but to others, it is so much more.”

Laura Klosterman, a former St. Lucie
County teacher and president and founder
of the not-for-profit Grace Packs program,
said she felt led by God to launch the pro-
gram in 2011 after seeing children “com-
ing to school sick on Mondays™ due to
insufficient food over the weekend

“Some were hoarding food in the cafete-
ria, she said. “Others shared with staff
members that they were hungry”

I'he Giving Concert series was founded
in 2011 as the first regularly scheduled
school event to help provide non-perish
able food items for the program, which
has since grown to serve nearly 500 stu
dents at 17 District schools

“As the year progresses, we are adding
more children to our Grace Packs rosters
in each of our schools” Ms. Klosterman
added. "Currently, we are serving approxi-
mately 450 students. We are thrilled that
distribution began Nov. 4 at Centennial
High School, our first high school”

Dan McCarty Middle School teacher
Danielle Morningstar has helped organize
the donations in the past and said this was
her third year to attend the Giving Con-

Photographer: Craig Jerome
The Fort Pierce Central High School Chorus performing under the
direction of Shannon Arnold during the Oct. 26 Giving Concert.

cert

“Every year it has been such a blessing
to the different pantries,” she said. “I think
it is amazing having the ability to make
such great connections with the students,
and the rapport that 1 have been able 1o
build because of Grace Packs is so reward
ing.”

Port St. Lucie resident Jewel Edwards

See CONCERT, page 9

11/11/16
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Quarters Auction to Support Grace Packs

The mission and joy of Grace Packs, Inc. is to provide ‘
weekly weekend food for students who lack an ample food A New-profie (501¢3) N
supply, relieving the burden many of these children endure Conpealnation
by being hungry. Our goal is to furnish breakfast, lunch,
dinner, and snack items at the end of each school week to
students who may be suffering from food insecurity.

Suggested non-expired food items:
- Granola bars/Cereal bars  « Pastas (Spaghetti, Raviols,

. e R « Oatmeal packs Mac and Cheese, etc.)
mber 16, 2016 * 6pm-9pm - Applesauce or Fruit cups  « Ramen noodles
- Canned vegetables - Rice
o) » Soups or Stews « Peanut Butter
St‘hme’ FL 34953 « Juice pouches « Crackers with Cheese

or Peanut Butter
"Far the safety of our children, we respectfully request ne glass containers,

* Paddles: *1 each
* 50/50: %5 for 10 tickets
* We are accepting food donations at the auction!!!
FREE Drawing for all guests making food donations.
* Cash Bar
® Hot Mecals starting at *6 available from Sons of Italy
* Community Volunteer Opportunities!
16 and up only.

ittend and want o domte g1

If you are unable to attend and want to donate go to:
www.gracepacks.org

Patti Becker - Auction Coordinator (772}370-8043 mariposaligrac p' l'_,;;,;_:]:’;[
Karen DNGiovanni - Sons of Italy Charity Coordinator : o ' I R
Laura Klosterman, Director - Grace Packs, Ine, B dll aiher Tnarniirier Binats il Infolhos

https://issuu.com/betterlivingmag/docs/final book oct web/16
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GRACE PACKS...

LOVE PROVIDES

“As school begins, we are secking to begin the process of filling each of our Grace Packs

schools’ pantries and letting our community know the need and how h-:lpful they can be!”

Lavra Kissterman
“THE FACE OF HUNGER”

The current child food insecurity statistics
for 5t Lucie County reveal that 26.1% of our
children (or 15,970 kids) do not know from
where their next meal will come. This re-
search is based on "Map the Meal Gap 2016:
Food Insecurity and Child Food Insecurity
Estimates at the County Level", supported
by the Howard G Buffett Foundation and
The Nielson Company.

The mission and joy of Grace Packs, Inc. is
to provide weekly weekend food for students

who lack an ample food supply, relieving the
burden many of these children endure by be-
ing hungry.

Our goal is to furnish breakfast, lunch, din-

ner, and snack items at the end of each school

week to students who may be suﬂming from

food Insecurity.

We are pleased that our program continues

to grow, and we are currently assisting stu-

dents affected by hunger in fifteen schools.

Get Personally Involved * Get Your Church Involved * Get Your Organization Involved

Visit Gmc:Paulm.mg for more information and assistance. PayPal account provided for those

interested in donating.

Grace Packs founded 2011 by Lisa Ferrick and Laura Kiosterman

8/3/16
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Knights of Columbus Supports Mariposa Elementary’s Grace Packs

™) April 29,2016 [ Post to District Site, School News (@) By WENDY MUNAO

The Knights of Columbus Council #12159, from Holy Family Catholic Church, had fundraising events to raise money for
Mariposa Elementary’s Grace Packs Program. The Grace Packs mission is to provide weekly food packages for students in
need. The men hosted four fish bakes, welcoming many from the church and community to a delicious meal; their wives baked
homemade desserts and accepted extra donations to raise $1,000 to support children who need food at Mariposa Elementary.
Bill Kicker, one of the Knights, said they feel like it is their mission to partner with Mariposa Elementary to feed hungry children.
Knights, Bill Kicker, Fred Daniels, and Fred Bradley presented the $1000 donation to Principal Craig R. Logue. Holy Family’s
Women's Guild has also contributed to the program, which gives 40 students non-perishable foods every weekend. The
Mariposa Grace Packs Team includes cafeteria manager Fred Buchholz, Science/Art Teacher Carla Bargeron, 4th Grade Teacher
Jennifer Scipioni, and 2nd Grade teacher Michelle Smith; we are so thankful for the partnership with Holy Family Catholic
Church and the Knights of Columbus!

4/29/16

http://lucielink.stlucie.k12.fl.us/knights-of-columbus-supports-mariposa-

elementarys-grace-packs/
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Donation to “Grace Packs” by a Student at Palm Pointe

I April 13,2016 [ SchoolNews (& By Roberta Farrell

Grace
Packs

ol

i L'VQ Provides . .

Isabella Sierra, kindergartner at Palm Pointe Educational Research School @ Tradition, collected over 400 food items for her
sixth birthday party instead of gifts for herself. The items were donated to the school’s “Grace Packs” program.

This program helps provide weekly weekend food for students who lack an ample food supply, relieving the burden many of
these children endure by being hungry. She is a role model student and example that love provides. A huge thank you to this
generous student!

Pictured from left is Isabella Sierra, Jennifer Gomez, Grace Packs Coordinator and Assistant Principal, Kathleen Perez.

4/13/16

http://lucielink.stlucie.k12.fl.us/donation-to-grace-packs-by-a-student-at-
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Provided by Laura Klosterman

The West St. Lucie Elks Lodge #2823 hosted a Christmas dinner for Grace Packs chitdren from Oak Hammock and West
Gate K-8 Schools. The children were delighted with 2 special visit from Mrs. Claus, Santa and a Merry EIf -- aka Marge
Huntsberry, Mickey Sclafani and Vanessa Murtagh. For the past four years, the West St. Lucie Elks and Elkettes have
generously supported Grace Packs, a nonprofit that ensures backpacks filled with weekend food supplies for students
in 11 district schools. The party was just one of many ways the members show they care about this community

1/8/16

http://www.tcpalm.com/specialty-publications/luminaries/st-lucie-

county/west-st-lucie-elks-host-party-for-grace-pack-students-ep-

865817835-341261311.html
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St. Lucie Public Schools is partnering with Grace Packs Organization to fill donation boxes to the
brim with nonperishable food items such as peanut butter, oatmeal, cereal, canned goods, and
more. These food items contribute to help meet an essential need of many students and their
families in St. Lucie County who are food insecure which means they do not know where their
next meal is coming from.

“Our food drive campaign in December provides a boost for the Organization’s ability to support
students; however, the need to meet the basic nutritional requirements of our students stretches
beyond the ‘giving season.’ Student hunger hampers student learning. We want to remove
barriers to help our students succeed, and Grace Packs helps us do that,” said Superintendent E.
Wayne Gent.

Grace Packs is a nonprofit organization that provides students and their families with weekend
food source packages. The need is great as a recent Child Food Insecurity study shows that one
in four students in St. Lucie County suffers from hunger. The program began in 2011 at Oak
Hammock K - 8 School with over 600 Grace Packs distributed. The following year, the program
expanded and more than doubled its distribution benefit. Today, Grace Packs Organization serves
students and their families in many schools throughout St. Lucie County during the course of the
year.

Grace Packs Organization exists through the support of schools and local community
organizations. To learn more about Grace Packs, visit www.gracepacks.org.

12/11/15

http://portstlucie.macaronikid.com/article/1126416/grace-pack-boxes-

are-filled-to-help-meet-students-needs
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The mission of St. Lucie Public Schools is to ensure all students graduate from safe and caring schools,
equipped with the knowledge, skills and desire to succeed.

St. Lucie Public Schools Grace Pack Boxes are filled with nonperishable food item contributions to help
meet an essential need of many students and their families in St. Lucie County who are food insecure
which means they do not know where their next meal is coming from.

https://www.linkedin.com/company/st-lucie-
public-schools
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Gwmg Concert deemed a success

Oct. 28 event raised
food items for Grace
Packs program

By Donald Rodrigue
For Hometown News

FORT PIERCE — More than a thou-
sand area residents watched students
from several St. Lucie County schools
sing with their school choruses in the
Fort Pierce Central High School audi-
torium Oct. 28 to help raise food items
and create awareness about weekend
hunger among their less-fortunate
classmates.

The choruses and choir directors
from Allapattah Flats K-8, Dan McCar-
ty and Forest Grove middle schools,
Fort Pierce Central and Westwood high
schools, Lincoln Park Academy, North-
port K-8 and St. Lucie West Centennial
High School all performed under the
guidance of Dan McCarty Choral
director Rolanda Jones, who has
organized the event since its inception.
Each of the groups performed both
separately and in unison at the concert
to express their support for the Grace
Packs weekend food program, which
sends home food packages to qualified
children every Friday afternoon.

“It is with this idea that led me to
organize the Giving Concert as a tool to
nourish the hearts, minds and bodies
of our community,” Ms. Jones said. “All

songs performed were a true represen-
tation of love, unity, peace and com-
munity.”

After the performance, Dan McCarty
Middle School teacher Danielle Morn-
ingstar said she and Grace Packs Vice-
President Lisa Ferrick counted more
than a thousand food staples brought
in that night as the admission price to
the concert.

“We counted 988 non-perishable
food items,” she said. “Lisa shared an
additional 100 or so with White City
Elementary School, and a Fort Pierce
Central High school teacher still has
many cans that were donated by her
students and families.”

Ms. Morningstar says her volunteer
work with the Grace Packs program is
even helping her to become a better
teacher.

“I make connections and build rela-
tionships with the students, and that is
a huge part of working with and teach-
ing them,” she said.

Laura Klosterman, the president and
founder of the nonprofit Grace Packs
program, said she even had a donation
come in as a result of Hometown News
media coverage before the event.

“A local businessman pledged a gen-
erous donation this month to our
newest school to help support their
children,” she said, referring to the
launching of Dan McCarty Middle
School’s Grace Packs food bank. “Then,
he shared that he wished to adopt this
school for the remainder of the school

“When | arrived | saw boxes being filled with food, and | know
that means a child will have something to eat and they will feel
the support that comes along with participating in the Grace

Packs program.’

Laura Klosterman

President and founder of Grace Packs program

year to support their hungry little ones
in our program.”

The other schools participating in
the Grace Packs program are Allapat-
tah Flats K-8, Lakewood Park, Mari-
posa and Morningside elementary
schools, and Oak Hammock and West
Gate K-8 schools. Lakewood Park Prin-
cipal Dianne Young says her school has
participated in the Grace Packs pro-
gram for three years, but this was her
first time to attend a Giving Concert.

“It was uplifting to see all of the tal-
ent our students have and how they are
growing in their ability to perform,”
she said. “In addition, when I arrived |
saw boxes being filled with food, and I
know that means a child will have
something to eat and they will feel the
support that comes along with partici-
pating in the Grace Packs program.”

Ms. Klosterman, who says she felt
led by God to launch the program in
2011, recently saw the concert broad-
cast on the St. Lucie Educational Chan-
nel and said one particular spiritual
piece really made an impact on her.

“I was so pleased when I saw teacher
Shannon Arnold from Fort Pierce Cen-
tral High School and her group,” she
said. “One of her selections was ‘Let
Everything That Hath Breath Praise the
Lord’ from Psalms 150:6. Now, my hus-
band and 1 were the ones getting
blessed!”

Ms. Young says she is “extremely
thankful for Laura Klosterman and her
team” and has seen a significant
change in some students since they
began participating in the Grace Packs
program.

“We used to have students arrive at
school on Monday mornings and were
running frantically to breakfast, in a
bad mood and at times willing to push
others aside to get to the food,” she
said. “With Grace Packs in place, stu-
dents are not frantic, but know that
breakfast is waiting on them. The Mon-
day morning start for the week is much
smoother for these students.”

For more information on the Grace
Packs program, visit the website at
www.gracepacks.org.

11/6/15
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Giving Concert is Oct. 29

By Dr. Kevin Perry Posted: Oct. 15, 2014

FORT PIERCE ? The third annual Giving Concert is planned for Oct. 29 at 7:00
p.m. at the Lincoln Park Academy Auditorium located at 1806 Avenue I in Fort

Pierce.

More remembrance bricks installed

The event, sponsored by the St. Lucie Public Schools and organized by Dan
McCarty Middle School choral director Dr. Rolanda Jones, will benefit "Grace Free Thanksgiving meal at First Church
Packs," which is a weekly weekend backpack program that provides necessary of God

food items to St. Lucie County students in need.

Welcome holidays at Tree of Lights

Admission to the concert is a non-perishable food item to be donated to this

'Sebastian History on a Tree' at library

organization.
EL-DOEs holds Toys for Tots dinner-

The concert will feature choruses from Allapattah Flats K-8 School, Dan dance

McCarty Middle School, Fort Pierce Central High School, Fort Pierce Magnet

ATOP SOTA, Fort Pierce Westwood High School, Lincoln Park Academy, Northport NOW TRENDING

K-8 School, Southport Middle School and St. Lucie West Centennial High

School. Report: Proposed composting site
could contaminate canals, degrade
environment

10/15/15

http://www.tcpalm.com/yournews/st-lucie-

county/giving-concert-is-oct-29-ep-678469284-

341403201.html
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The Giving Concert Benefits Students

ST. LUCIE COUNTY - The fourth annual Giving Concert is planned for October 28th at Fort Plerce Central
High School in the auditorium located at 4101 S. 25th Street in Fort Pierce. The doors will open to the
general public at 6:30 p.m. and the concert boasting area choral groups will begin at 7:00 p.m.

The event, sponsored by St. Lucle Public Schools and organized by choral director, Dr. Rolanda Jones, will
benefit Grace Packs which is a weekly weekend backpack program that provides necessary food items to
students in need.

Admission to the concert is a non-perishable food item that will be donated to Grace Packs.

The concert will feature choruses from Allapattah Flats K-8, Dan McCarty Middle School, Forest Grove
Middle School, Fort Pierce Central High School, Fort Pierce Westwood High School, Lincoln Park Academy,
Northport K-8 School, and St. Lucie West Centennial High School.

10/8/15
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Community action grants presented to
local non-profits

BY: Dorothy Kamm
POSTED: 6:46 AM, Aug 31, 2015
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Every year the Port St. Lucie Business Women awards grants from
money raised in the organization's annual spring Luncheon and

Fashion Show.

The Port St. Lucie Business Women Community Action Grants
committee presented awards totaling more than $9,000 to seven
Treasure Coast nonprofit organizations that benefit women and

children in our community at their August 20 meeting.

http://www.tcpalm.com/niche/luminaries/st-lucie-
county/community-action-grants-presented-to-local-
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Council On Aging of St. Lucie, Inc. received $1,500 for its Meals on

Wheels program. Meals on Wheels delivers meals to homebound St.

Lucie County residents 60 and older, especially those with the

greatest economic and social need.

Grace Packs, Inc. received $1,500 for their program that provides
weekly weekend meals to children. In St. Lucie County one in four
children are food insecure, meaning that they lack not only having
enough food, but they also do not know from where their next meal

will come. Grace Packs is a program whose goal is to provide

breakfast, lunch and dinner food items at the end of each school week

to students whose families are food insecure.

Inner Truth Project received a grant of $1,458 for its "Be Your Own
Hero" therapist-led program that uses a step-by-step guide to help

women who have lived through sexual violence move from victim to

survivor to a place of thriving. This weekly course requires a yearlong

commitment.

The Inner Truth Project offers services to adult survivors of sexual
violence, allowing them to bravely share the truth about their
experiences in a safe environment to actualize emotional strength,
hope, health and well-being.

Making Strides Against Breast Cancer received a grant of $1,500 that

will go toward research, early detection and prevention of breast

cancer, the second leading cause of cancer death in women.

St. Lucie County Education Foundation received $1,500, a sum that
will be matched 100 percent by State Grant funds. The Education
Foundation supports the teachers and students of St. Lucie Schools
District through programs not funded by tax revenue. It has

8/31/15

experience for students.

Suncoast Mental Health Center, Inc. received a grant of $525 for its
Children's Activity Fund. Suncoast provides assessment, counseling
and supportive services to children and families in the Treasure Coast

area.

WPSL Christmas Kids of St. Lucie County received a grant of $1,500
to be used to pay for swimming lessons for six children. The
Christmas Kids, sponsored by WPSL radio, provides toys for more
than 1,800 children referred by St. Lucie county Community Services
and other agencies, funds summer recreation programs for children
and provides medical supplies and school clothing for families who
have no other place to turn to for help.

The Port St. Lucie Business Women's Community Action Committee
will continue studying critical community needs to make decisions

for future funding. Recipients for 2016 will be chosen later this year.

Plans are underway for the Port St. Lucie Business Women's 26th
Annual Luncheon and Fashion Show to be April 23, 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.
at the Harbour Ridge Yacht & Country Club, 12600 N.W. Harbour
Ridge Blvd., Palm City.

This event is the organization's major fundraiser that supports its
Community Action Grants & Awards to local nonprofit agencies that
work with women and children in our community and provides

scholarships for women attending Indian River State College.

The Port St. Lucie Business Women is a professional organization
dedicated to promoting the interests of business women and serving
our community in an effective way. For more information visit

www.pslbw.com. "Like" us on Facebook for updates about our event,

earmarked funds for use by teachers to underwrite creative classroom Programs and community involvement.

projects that provide a unique and result-oriented learning
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PORT ST. LUCIE — Port St. Lucie Elks Lodge 2658 on Lennard Road
has been helping Morningside Elementary School with its GracePak 6/ 5/ 15

Port St. Lucie Elks Lodge 2658 Helps Local program.
Children

T T The lodge donated and delivered food weekly to fill backpacks with
EQITERS o2 0 i ot nutritional food and snacks to feed children whose families are

TAG: st lucie county uge
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having a difficult time presently.

The Elks Lodge 2658 Charities Committee started helping the
GracePak program with a grant from its Elks National Foundation.
The lodge initially thought they would be able to cover a weekend a
quarter.

Then the members of the lodge started donating items for the
backpacks as well as monetary donations to help purchased the much
needed food items. The lodge had delivered over 3600 pounds of food
to the program this school year along with backpacks and T-shirts.

The T-shirts were donated by Christine and Dennis from The Shell
Bazaar on Federal Highway in Port St. Lucie.

They also happen to be members of the lodge. Another contributor is
the Treasure Coast Hispanic American Club who have been generous
with their donations. The vision of Port St. Lucie Elks Lodge 2658 is

to make our presence known throughout our community.

Copyright 2015 Journzl Mediz Group. Ali rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadeast, rewritten, or redistributed.
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Our families are a part of this community as well. Besides being a

|\ i social club we have so much to offer college scholarship programs,
drug free and youth programs, local veterans meet at our lodge on a
weekly basis. It is with great pride we helped those in need.

http://www.tcpalm.com/ugc/st-lucie-county-ugc/port-st-lucie-elks-lodge-
2658-helps-local-children 91659251
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Grace Packs...

A Gravde” wt Ok Navrosed, Mo Jadi, bovds ot & Griee Pacd.

¥ you know that many shudents do not want

to o home from schaol becmse there is a Jack

of food ar home? Some studenrs vise the school
clink on Moadays complaining of sramachaches and
feadaches. These tllnesses often are becase the chil-
dren have had littde fodd over the weekend.

Children continne o stovpele with hanger on the
Treasure Caast, according o a new shudy released by
Feeding Americe More than one in four, or 26.7 per-
cent of children in St Lucie Counry are poing bungry,
according to the Child Food Tneecnrity 2013 smady. The
Grgest numbers of potentially hangry children on the
Treasune Const reside in St. Lucie County. "Food inse-
anre” 15 defined ws people who dont ko from where
their aext meal will come,

Is Grace Packs a cause you would ke to be a part of?
Would you consider parmering with s in this worthy

canse?

ecause Love Provides

Grave Packs began at Onk Hinmock on October 7,
2011, During the 2011-2012 school wear, 672 Grace
Packs were piven ro allay sadent hatnges. During the
2012-2013 school year, 1,384 Grace Packs were given
In the past two school years, with Grace Packs being
provided, the incxdents of srudents visiting the school
clinic on Mondays complaining of headaches and
stomach aches have dramatically diminished due o
tood being pravided aver the weekends. Graor Packs
exists throogh school and local community support
and engagerent,

The mission of Grace Packe s to provide weekly wevk-
end food for students in need. The goal is o prowide
breaktast, lanch, and dinoer toods at the end of ¢ach
school week to students whase families muay be food
Insacure.

Your as onr community partaer can make an impacr!

For persons needing helfp, they can check with their
chikiren's schaol o aee if there 35 an established Grace
Packs program within the schoal. Currently, Grace
Packsis in eleven 8t Lucie County schools. Far peopl
who may want to et invalved, l}.c\ e confnet Lavra

Klosrerman, ar 772-607-25%
http:ffgracepacks weebly.com

“We kiow that God is the Founder and we are che
co-founders. (Ms, Liza and 1 boch felr fad ro begin

Graoe Packs ) Lawrs Klosterman

)
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My Fellow Elks,

WE ARE STILL IN NEED OF FOOD FOFR. OUR SCHOOL
CHILDREN. ITEMS NEEDED: OATMEAL PACKS, INDI-
VIDUAL CEREAL BOXES, RAMEN NOODLES, CHEF
BOYARDE CANS, VIENNA SAUSAGE, FRUIT CUPS,
JUICE BOXES. IT WOULD BE GREATLY APPRECIAT-
ED AS WE ARE TRYING TO HELP 3 SCHOOLS, OAK
HAMMOCEK, WESTGATE. AND ST. LUICE WEST K-8.

COMMITTEE CORNER.

We have now formed some new committees and will be posting updates on
their activities on a regular basis:

Lodge Activities Committee Chairperson—TFran Hendertilo
This committee will be meeting to discuss all suggestions brought up by
the members to increase our participation and entertainment pleasures at the
Lodge.
So far we have come up with the following activities:
Bakeless Bake Sale till 430/15

Personal Promotion Committee - Rosemary Mclnerney

Rosemary has personally taken on the task of call our members and in-
forming them or upcoming events and our need for membership support.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

Our new year is beginning, we need volun-
teers to show their support of the Lodge.
Do you have an 1 hour to help us out. We

need help in the kitchen, dining room,
cleanine staff and more. Come in and see

April 2015

Notes from the Secretary’s Desk
Carol Heintz, Secretary

The dues notices for April 1, 2015 thru March 31,
2016 have been mailed. Please note that your dues
have decreased .50 due to a decrease in Grand

Lodge insurance. That is for this year only. Also note
on your statement that should you want to receive
your newsletter via e-mail rather than through the US
Mail, please sign and date on the line provided. With-
out your approval, we can't e-mail your newsletter to
you. Should you have any questions about your state-
ments, please feel free to contact me. Please do not
throw away your old member card until the key card
lock has been changed, and that we make sure your

new card works.

Have a great month, and I hope to see all of you
around the Lodge. Stay safe and healthy. Once

again, I'm at the Lodge every Thursday from 10AM to
3PM. You can also contact me on my cell at 708-
1376, and at home at 777-3226.

Carol

ELKETTE’S PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

I would like to thank all Elkettes for their help making

our Valentine’s Day Dinner Dance a great success.

I would like to urge all Elkette members to attend the
meetine scheduled for Fridav April 3. at 3:00 PM
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Introducing Grace Packs Program at White City Elementary 2/18/2015

White City Elementary is a school which has 100% of its students receiving both free breakfast
and free lunch based on the poverty level of our families. But often, when they go home, there is
little or no food o eat. These families have been impacted by loss of jobs, illness or choosing to
pay a utility bill over a food bill because of necessity. We are trying to help our students by
instituting Grace Packs, a program whose goal is to provide breakfast. lunch, and dinner food
items at the end of each school week to students whose families may be food insecure. But we
desperately need your help in donating food items to our food panory or making a monetary
donation that will be able to 1et us buy these items. Currently we have 40 children receiving a
grace pack each week but there are over 45 students on our waiting list! We need your help 1o
enable us 1o add these students to our program and to sustain the grace packs until the end of
the school year. Items we need incude:
canned meats and pasta

oatmeal

cereal hars

canned vegetables

mac and cheese

soups

crackers

mna fish

juice boxes

peanut butter jelly

canned chili

Latest Tweets

&8 51| White City
sl Flem L AL
= (@WCE_Principal

* White City Elementary
Kindergarteners released their
burterflies from their gardemn.
hitp:/ft.co/cTLi2ZrefB

about 3 days ago

White City Elementary

905 W 2nd Street
Fort Pierce, FL 34982

Main Office: (772) 468-5840 (&
Fax: (772) 467-4067 ¢

Documents

* Code of Conduct

* Dress Code ( 2014 - 2015)
* Information for Families
* PIP

* School Calendar

Example of Grace Packs program 2/18/15
awareness placed on a school website

http://schools.stlucie.k12.fl.us/wce/2015/02/18/introducing-

grace-packs-program-to-white-city-elementary-2182015/
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‘We Party With A Purpose & PHlock on Florida's Treasure Coast Jensen Beach

e Our next "1st Wednesday Happy Hour"
TCPHC Newsletiers will be held on June 3, 2015
2015 15t Wed. Happy beginning at 5:30 pm

at the Stuart Grille & Ale House
on US 1 in Stuart, FL.

Christmas Party 2013

Christmas/Caribbean
2013

COLLECTIONS THIS MONTH:

2014 1st Wed. Happy
Hours

Grace Pack Item for February:
Individual servings of Mac N Cheese
Non-perishable food items for the
Full Moon Party 8/{3 Morningside School Grace Pack Program
Suggestions: individual cereal boxes; pop-tarts; envelopes of catmeal,
soup or grits; Ramen noodles; Mac-n-cheese; Vienna sausages;
Spaghetti-O's; granola bars; fruit strips or gummies; individual boxes
of non-perishable milk (Yoo-Hoo); small cups of peanut butter

2013 1st Wed. Happy
Hours

Relay for Life 2013

RFL Fundraiser 2013

5t. Patrick’s Day 2013

Mational Margarita Day y)
LorCAh Bethitay Plastic Bags for the Council on Aging "Meals on Wheels"
JomuEEhiack Magazines and Books for Our Veterans

Contact the PHlock :
Labels for Education
Charities

Phlockings Elsewhere Pop/Soda/Beer Tabs for Molly's House

2012 1st Wednesday
o Remember ~ It is ALWAYS 5 o'clock somewhere!
2012 TCPHC Events Great PHun & prizes! - See the greeters & sign the Ship's Log.

http://www.treasurecoastparrotheadclub.com/
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Help White City's Grace Packs feed
students over the weekend
POSTED: 10:46 AM, Jan 2, 2015
TAG: st lucie county ugc
A A A 2 PORT ST. LUCIE — Did vou know that many students do not want to
SHARES go home from school on the weekends because there is a lack of food
at home? Some students vizit the school clinic on Mondays
m complaining of stomach aches and headaches. These illnesses often
are because these children have had little food to eat over the

weekend.

Children rontinue to struggle with hunger on the Treasure Coast,
according to a new study released by Feeding America, our nation's
largest domestic hunger-relief organization which assists a network
of 200 food banks across the country . Eighty-eight percent of
households in St. Lucie County have been identified as food insecure.

"Food insecure” is defined as people who do not know from where

their next meal will come. How does this affect our most precious
resource? This translates into more than one in four, or 26.7 percent
of children in St. Lucie County going hungry, according to the Child

Food Insecurity Study released in 2014.

White City Elementary is a school which has 100 percent of its
students receiving both free breakfast and free lunch based on the
poverty level of our families. But often, when they go home, there is
little or no food to eat. These families have been impacted by loss of
jobs, illness or choosing to pay a utility bill over a food bill because of

necessity.

We are trving to help our students by instituting Grace Packs, a
program whose goal is to provide breakfast, lunch, and dinner food
items at the end of each school week to students whose families may
be food insecure. But we desperately need vour help in donating food
items to our food pantry or making a monetary donation that will be
able to let us buy these items. Currently we have 29 children receiving
a grace pack each week but there are over 45 students on our waiting
list! We need your help to enable us to add these students to our
program and to sustain the grace packs until the end of the school

year. [tems needed include:

canned meats and pasta

oatmeal

cereal bars

soups 1/2/15

crackers

tuna fish

juice boxes

peanut butter and jelly
canned chilli

Donations can be dropped off at White City Elementary School, go8
West Second St., Fort Pierce, or please call Mrs. Crammer at

772-468-5840 .
Other Drop off Donation Sites:
The Feathered Nest, 1203 W. Midway Road, Fort Pierce

Madison Estate Gallery, 4925 Oleander Avenue, Fort Pierce

http://www.tcpalm.com/ugc/st-lucie-county-ugc/help-

canned vegetables

white-citys-grace-packs-feed-students-over-the-

weekend 67521314

mac and cheese
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Grace Packs
Grace Packs are going strong and we are servicing 50 students! If you are a business Latest Tweets
partner and are interested in sponsoring this program for the 2014-2015 school year, . Cortina W Follow
please let us know! Bell-Gray

=== (@MSE Principal
As always, thank you for your support!
* Thank you to our Volunteers and

Business Partners! You are the #best!

2014/2015
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We can make a difference one child at a time. Come and help us feed the
hungry by dropping of can foods to our business location at 500 Kitterman
Road. Every little thing counts! Also you can help us support the grace pack
by going to our Facebook page and write "Port St Lucie is Feeding the
hungry!" Every comment we get stating the above passage we will donate
$1 to Oak Hammock Grace Pack!
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Timeline About Photos

www.facebook.com/DDGaragedoors

https://www.facebook.com/DandDGarageDoors

Help D & D Garage Doors

the message
D & D will donate $1 to OAK HAMMOCK
GRACE PACK!

! Facebook.com/DandDGarageDoors
“Port St Lucie is feeding
the hungry!”

D& D will also be accepting canned For a list of items

goods that will be delivered to drop off directio

& Oak Hammock Grace Pack who is
1 feeding the hungry for Thanksgiving

*Partidipants may em
info@danddgaragedoor
in lieu of “liking” the page

Like - Comment - Share
05 people like this. Top Comments ~

& 1 share

Nov./Dec. 2015

=== D & D GARAGE DOORS OF PSL

¥ o = B~ Dccember 7, 2014

D & D GARAGE DOORS donated a check for $400 and our wonderful
customers donated about 250 pounds of food to GRACE PACKS to benefit
kids in local schools.

Like - Comment - Share

Y 16 people like this.
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Backpack Buddies and Grace Packs Unite to Feed Children in Need at Mariposa
Elementary
Posted on Nov 24, 2014

The head of Backpack Buddies, Nancy Blosser, and the Latest Tweets
head of Grace Packs, Laura Klosterman, have teamed up Craig Logue W Follow
)

to help students in need of food on the weekends. N
@MAR_Principal

Together they donated over $1600.00 worth of food to
* Chess Night at Mariposa!
bit.ly/1bMwOpR

about 2 weeks ago

Mariposa Elementary. Michelle Smith, also pictured, is
part of a team of teachers and staff members that pack
food into backpacks to send home with students over the

weekend. “No child should go hungry. We want them to

know that we love them and care about what goes on in ASS]gn ments

their lives outside of school as well,” said Smith. “We just * Hidden Path- Music http://schools.stlucie.k12.fl.us/mar/ba

want to be the hands and feet of Jesus,” said Laura * Mary Had a Little Lamb- Music kpack-buddies-and-grace-packs-unite-

Klosterman. Together they are helping over 45 students o Miisic to-feed-children-in-need-at-mariposa-
elementar

and their families at Mariposa Elementary. R s ot
- + vVius T e
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GRACE PACKS AT WEST GATE K-8 SCHOOL OCTOBER 2014

G.K.RAY SIERRA AND INSURANCE FIELD AGENT THERE WERE SEVERAL TEACHER VOLUNTEERS TO
JEFF KOHUTH PRESENT CHECK FOR $ 500.00 TO SORT AND BAG FOOD FOR STUDENTS TO BE PUT IN
PRINCIPAL ROBERT CRANMER AT WEST GATE SCHOOL IN THEIR BACKPACKS ON FRIDAY AFTERNOON

K-8 ON 1050 NW. CASHMERE BOULEVARD PSL TO BRING HOME FOR A MEAL ON WEEKENDS

www.kofcknights.org/2CNO=13042

THE KNIGHTLY MEWS is published monthly

St Bemmade e Coancil # 13042 Knights of Colombas,

NOVEMBER 2014

VOLUNME 14

ISSUE 11

http://www.kofcknights.org/
L Councils/November%20Knig
LAURA KLOSTERMAN IS THE DIRECTOR OF GRACE

PACKS (SHE IS ON LEFT WITH WHITE BLOUSE), YES, htly%20News%20Newsletter
HER HUSBAND IS OUR BROTHER JOHN KLOSTERMAN
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Grace Packs feeds children on weekends
BY: Spdney Lishman

POSTED: 8:54 AM, May 16, 2014
TAG: luminaries | hidden treasures
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It’s difficult to imagine, but 26-percent of the children in St. Lucie
County are food insecure. Many show up at school on Monday
mornings suffering from headaches and stomach problems, because

they haven't eaten since lunch-time on the Friday before.

Laura Klosterman, now a retired teacher from Oak Hammock K-8 in
Port St. Lucie, identified the problem in 2011 when she realized
several of her own students couldn’t concentrate on their school work

and would make frequent visits to the school nurses on Mondays. She
was inspired by the “Backpack Buddies” program offered at Manatee
Elementary School through a local food bank, which sends children
home with a package of food on Fridavs. Unfortunately, Oak
Hammeock did not qualify for participation in that program, so Laura
recruited the help of Lisa Ferrick and Hellon Singletary and, together,
they have worked towards filling that weekend gap with a program
they call Grace Packs.

“Naturally, the school district was concerned about the liability of
distributing food that might be outdated,” said Laura Klosterman.
“50 we went through the necessary training and legal paperwork in
order to be able to provide this service to these children.”

She also says that changes in personalities have been noticed since
the children can eat on weskends, “The children are better behawved,
better focused and test better,” she continues.

Since starting the program at Oak Hammock, six other schools have
also started Grace Packs programs, Each school has voluntesrs who
are responsible for maintaining the food supply.

The response for support for the Grace Packs program has been
tremendous, with food and cash donations coming from parents,
churches, civic organizations and businesses. The Grace Packs pantry
at Oak Hammock is currently full of food that will be packed into
bags and discreetly given to the children in need. Students from some
of the school’s clubs volunteer their time to help pack the bags, and
Ms. Kathleen Donnen's eight-grade class is designing Grace Packs’

website,

A very emotional Lisa Ferrick says, “That was me growing up. I was
hungry. All I had was school lunches.”

The 67 children served by Grace Packs at Oak Hammock have seen
the difference a well-balanced diet can make, and if vow'd like to help
continue the program’s success, call Laura Klosterman at

{772) 6o7-2596 (= Mo child should go hungry.

5/16/14

http://www.tcpalm.com/niche/luminaries/gr

ace-packs-feeds-children-on-weekends



http://www.tcpalm.com/niche/luminaries/grace-packs-feeds-children-on-weekends
http://www.tcpalm.com/niche/luminaries/grace-packs-feeds-children-on-weekends

PROGRESS & INNOVATION

MAY 2014 ERLY REI

SPECIAL FEATURES:
BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT BOARD OF MARTIN COUNTY * CAREERSOURCE RESEARCH COAST:» MARTIN HEALTH SYSTEM

MANUFACTURING INNQVATIONSS
ON THE RESEARCH COAST

BUT JOB MARKET HAS CHANGEDS

&
FARM-TO-TABLESIREND

BOOSTS LOCAL AGRICULTURE
o

HOT PIE:
AWARD-WINNING FAMILY BUSINESS
BRINGS FLAVOR OF JAMAICA TO FORT PIERCE

A publication of

RIPPSMedia

Marketing Department

HIDDEN TREASURES

Feeding for success

By Svomey Limwam
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T°S DIFFICULT TO IMAGINE, BUT
26-percent of the children in
St. Lucie County are food inse-
cure. Many show up at school
on Monday mornings suffering
from headaches and stomach
problems, because they haven't
eaten since lunch-time on the
Friday before.

Laura Klosterman, now a retired
teacher from Oak Hammock K-8 in Port
St. Lucie, identified the problem in 2011
when she realized several of her own
students couldn’t concentrate on their
school work and would make frequent
visits to the school nurses on Mondays.
She was inspired by the “Backpack Bud-
dies” program offered at Manatee El-
ementary School through a local food
bank, which sends children home with
a package of food on Fridays. Unfortu-
nately, Oak Hammock did not qualify
for participation in that program, so
Laura recruited the help of Lisa Ferrick
and Hellon Singletary and, together,
they have worked towards filling that
weekend gap with a program they call
Grace Packs.

“Naturally, the school district was
concerned about the liability of dis-
tributing food that might be outdated,”
said Laura Klosterman. “So we went
through the necessary training and

GRACEPACKS
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Hellon Singletary,
Lisa Ferrick and

Laura Klosterman
oversee the Grace
Packs progrom at
Oak Hammock H8
in Port St. Lucie.

legal paperwork in order to be abje to
provide this service to these children.”

She also says that changes in per-
sonalities have been noticed since the
children can eat on weekends. “The
children are better behaved, better fo-
cused and test better," she continues.

Since starting the program at Oak
Hammock, six other schools have also
started Grace Packs programs. Each
school has volunteers who are respon-
sible for maintaining the food supply.

'The response for support for the
Grace Packs program has been tre-
mendous, with food and cash dona-
tions coming from parents, churches,
civic organizations and businesses. The
Grace Packs pantry at Oak Hammock
is currently full of food that will be
packed into bags and discreetly given
to the children in need. Students from
some of the school's clubs volunteer
their time to help pack the bags, and Ms.
Kathleen Donnen's eight-grade class is
designing Grace Packs’ website.

A very emotional Lisa Ferrick says,
“T'hat was me growing up. I was hun-
gry. All T had was school lunches.”

The 67 children served by Grace
Packs at Oak Hammock have seen the
difference a well-balanced diet can
make, and if you'd like to help contin-
ue the program’s success, call Laura
Klosterman at (772) 607-2596. No child
should go hungry.

May 2014
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Lakewood Park Elementary shows appreciation
to food program sponsors

The staff at Lakewood Park Elementary School recently acknowiedged Laura Kiosterman, St. Lucie County
coordinator for the Grace Pack Program, and Andrea Pierson, cafeteria manager, for their work for
students in need, The Grace Pack’s mission is to provide weekly, weekend food packages for students
whose families may be food insecure. To participate in the program, go to www.stlucieschools.org, click
on the Schools tab, and go to the Lakewood Park Elementary Schoo! site, and click on Grace Pack for a
complete list of food needs, Pictured, from left, are Principal Dianne Young, Andrea Pierson, Laura
Klosterman, and Assistant Principal Tammy Smith.

Copyright 2014 St Lucie Public Schools. All rights reserved. This material may not be published,
broadcast, or redistributed without proper credit: "Reprinted from St Lucie Public Schools" and a link back
to the original articte. Images MAY NOT BE published, broadcast, or redistributed under any
arcumstances.

Posted by Diane Pufliam on Mar 10, 2014

School News - Read this post

https://lucielink.stlucie.k12.fl.us/?p=13643

3/10/14
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DAR awards the Grace Pack program

BY: Montell

POSTED: 3:56 PM, Dec 10, 2013
UPDATED: 3:56 PM, Dec 10, 2043
TAG: =t lucie county

PICTURE BY MONTELL TRUTTT +SHOW CAPTION
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PORT ST. LUCIE - On Nov. 13, at the St. Lucie River Chapter
meeting, a Community Service award was presented to Laura
Klosterman on behalf of the Daughters of the American Revolution
by Regent Barbara Hatfield.

Klosterman started the Grace Pack program at the Oak Hammock
school, kindergarten through 8th grade, as a volunteer to donate and
pack food for children to take home for the weekend. These packs
also go home with the child for free lunches during the week.

Klosterman procured community leaders and retailers in donating
and feeding

these children. A hungry child can not learn.

This story is contributed by a member of the community and is
neither endorsed nor affiliated with TCPalm.

12/10/13

http://www.tcpalm.com/news/dar-awards-the-grace-pack-program-34341
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Project growing to feed hungry Port St.
Lucie students over the weekends

BY: Rikki Klaus

POSTED: 7:26 PM, Oct 6, 2012
UPDATED: 10:035 PM, Oct §, 2012

VIDEO BY WPTV
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PORT ST. LUCIE, Fla - Special needs teacher Laura Klosterman had
to do something. Two vears ago, she realized some kids at Oak

Hammock K-8 School probably weren't getting enough to eat over the
weekend. She says they'd come to school with belly or headaches.

SHOP NOW

"Becanse they're helpless. They can't go to the store and get food, and
the families are in need." said Elosterman.

50, she started "Grace Packs." It's a food program for kids in need,
inspired by a Manatee Academy project. Grace Packs started with 11
kids last October. Since then, the numbers of kids has grown to 40.

"I love them, and I'm very touched when vou see them in the hallway,
and they'll give me a thumbs up because it's that sort of secret way of
saying I know who yvou are, and they know that I know who they are,”

said Klosterman. "They're very special.”

The kids receive a bag of food to take home Friday. It's meant to last
them the entire weekend. It contains breakfast foods like oatmeal and
dinner foods like soup.

Parents, teachers, even people Klosterman doesn't know donate the
food. Seventh grader Dorian Adams' dad donates regularly. Now, the

12-year-old helps pack Grace Packs.

"I think they think of me as a big role model, like, wow this kid is
giving me food for the weekend and helping my family out," said

Adams.

Klosterman says every week, the program gets a few more students.
Teachers, nurses, even students themsslves identify who's in need.

Klosterman says now that her program is grounded, she wanits to

Klosterman says now that her program is grounded, she wants to
help the weekend food initiative spread.

"We want now for other Treasure Coast schools to know that thisisa
program that they can absolutely start,” said Klosterman, who wants

to advise interested parties.

To catch up with her for help, call her school at 772-344-4400 .

Phone there also if vou want to donate food or money to Grace Packs.

Copyright 2012 Scripps Media, Inc. All rights reserved. This matsrial may not be published,
broadcast, rewritten, or redistributed.

10/6/12
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WE WANT YOU!!!!

Port St. Lucie schools’ food program gives

weekend fuel to hungry kids

BY: By Sue-Ellen Sanders Special to Treasure Coast Newspapers
POSTED: 3:00 40, Ox
TAG: port st lucie | st lucie county newshbrezk ; st. Iucie county schools | top tablet ipad stories

CHRISTOPHER ARNOLD/TREASURE COAST NEWSPAPERS Oak Hammock X-8 School Cafeteria Manager
Lisa Ferrick {right) and seventh-grader Dorian Adams put together Grace Packs at the school. The bags of food
are distributed sach Friday to needy studeats who might otherwise not get the proper nutrition over the
weekend, "We know how hard it is in today's economy to keep food on the table,” said Ferrick. "So we're just
trying to give back a kittle bit."

http://www.tcpalm.com/news/port-st-lucie-

schools-food-program-gives-weekend

GRACE PACES CONTACT

Call Laura Klosterman at 772-344-4400 v to donate cash or food for
Grace Packs at Oak Hammock or Manatee K-8 schools, or for

information on how to start a program at another school.

PORT ST. LUCIE — Children with Monday morning headaches and
stomach aches were the first clue for Laura Klosterman that thers
was a need for her to take action at her Port St. Lucie school.

"These kids were turning up in the clinic and my heart wounld break to
hear that they hadn't eaten much, if anything, since they had had
their school lunch the Friday before,” the Oak Hammock K-8 special

needs educator said.

Then Klosterman heard about a program called Grace Packs from
Angie Walsh, a teacher at Manatee K-8 in Port St. Lucie. Walsh had
begun the program to send food home for children dependent on fres

school lunches during the week.

"After Angie spoke, during our church ministry, our minister urged
us to, 'Go out and do something ..." and I knew it was my call to
action. I had that passion to organize a similar program at our
school.”

Now Klosterman spends her lunch breaks planning and packing,
Working with fellow organizer Lisa Ferrick, the school's food service
manager, they send weekly food packages home for the weekend with

more than 30 kids who are "food insecure.”

The women, who began the program last fall, gather food in packages
for kids, who range in age from pre-kindergarten to middle school,
who teachers identify as needing nutritious meals at home over the
weekend. The kids get a bag of food to take home on Friday, so they
can be sure of healthy eating all weekend long.

Since the program began October 2011, more than 7oo bags of food
have been sent home.

"We send them home with food for the whole weekend, for
themselves. And if they have a sibling, then we give them a package,
too."

who teachers identify as needing nufritious meals at home over the
weekend. The kids get a bag of food to take home on Friday, so they
can be sure of healthy eating all weekend long.

Since the program began October 2011, more than 7oo bags of food
have been sent home.

"We send them home with food for the whole weekend, for
themselves. And if they have a sibling, then we give them a packags,

too."

The packages vary each week, but typically contain granola, breakfast
bars and/or oatmeal for each breakfast, peanut butter, fruit cups,
toaster pastries, cheese crackers, funa fish or soup for lunches and

canned meals for dinner.

When the two announced to other teachers and parents what they
were doing, the response was astounding, they said. Band teacher
Amy Isenhower started a peanut butter drive competition, collecting
237 jars from her middle school students. Another teacher used her
couponing skills to get the deep discounts on food purchases they
needed — one buy was for 17 boxes of cereal for $1.17. One parent
with a small business nsed her Facebook page to share news of the
program.

Soon the entire community embraced it, Klosterman said. They've
received a grant from Walmart and involvement from other
businesses, churches, civic organizations such as the Elks Club and
Enights of Columbus, as well as parents and students. One parent
and child began adding gift bags containing sundries such as

shampoo, soap and washcloths, even scented pencils.

"One Friday afternoon, I ran into a little kindergarten girl as she was
returning from picking up her Grace Pack from the clinic. She was
clutching the bag of food close, arms wrapped around it and her eyes
were shining, with a big smile on her face,” Klosterman said. "That's

what we're working for."

10/3/12
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Digest: Oak Hammock salutes our Grace
Pack Squad

POATED oms o i
TAG: oak hammock k2 schorl
kA Oak Hammock salutes our Grace Pack Squad. It is Friday afternoon
and there is a lot of activity in Oak Hammock's clinic. Nurses are busy
Erg with students, but not for the reason vou may think. The nurses are
mt = E;: distributing Grace Packs that are filled with food for the children in
need. These students, who may have had little food at home, are
leaving school with food to help with breakdast, lunch, and dinner for
the weekend. Each Grace Pack costs approximately 54 and the smiles
are priceless. Grace Packs is a weekly weekend food program that
benefits Oak Hammock students needing extra help. Grace Packs has
had tremendons support from the staff, students, parents, and Port
5St. Lucie churches, clubs, and local businesses. For more information,
contact Lisa Ferrick or Laura Klosterman at 772-344-44904. Don't http://www.tcpalm.com/news/digest-oak-hammock-
miss PTO's Chuck E. Cheese Night April 30. There is a PTO seneral salutes-our-grace-pack-squad
meeting May 2.
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MEHEWERTERR students, but not for the reason you may think. The nurses are
cheerfully giving out Grace Packs that are filled with food for the
children in need. These students are headed home with food to help
with breakfast, lunch, and dinner for the weekend. Each Grace Pack
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taken on the form of Grace Packs, a weekly weekend food program

Oak Hammock hEIPS needy students that benefits students needing extra help. Currently, twenty-five
POSTED: 11 st o0 55,201 students have been recommended for the Grace Packs program
UPDATED: 1:12 PM, Nov 23, 2011

TGOk a which began on October 7, 2011, and will run through June 1, 2012.

After hearing a woman named Angee Walsh from Sunlight
Community Church speak of the program she instituted at Manatee
School, Laura Klosterman felt led to initiate the Grace Packs Program
at Oak Hammock. Lisa Ferrick, the Cafeteria Manager had the same
passion. Laura and Liza have had the tfremendous support from Oak
Hammock staff, local churches, and the community. 5t. Bernadette
Knights of Columbus provided a generous donation of five hundred
thirty dollars the first month. Other churches have generounsly
committed to donating food items for our shelves. Students have even
become involved. An eighth grade student gave twenfty dollars that
her grandparents had given her so that classmates could have
weekend food. The outpouring of love has been beautiful If yvou would

Carmen Peterson, Principal of Oak Hamrmock K-8 School presents Jeffrey Kohuth, St. Bernadetta Knights of like to learn more about Grace PE.CkS, PI-EEEE contact Laura
Columbus Council 13042 member, with a plague in recognition of the five hundred thirty dollar check donatad .
to Grace Packs, Pictared from I-r are Kerri Walukiewicz, Assistant Principal, Lisa Farrick, Cafeteria Manager, Elosterman at 344-4400. Grace Packs... Love Provides

Jeffrey Kohuth, Knights of Columbus, Carmen Peterson, Principal, Laura Klosterman, Teacher, and Kim Jay,
Assistant Principal
L}



WEST GATE PTO

GRACE PACKS

Our PTO Grace Pack Program

West Gate PTO has adopted a program called Grace Packs. 'We are working hard to make a difference for some
of our students who may have found themseilves in need. We are raising money, shopping, collecting food, collecting
donations, and packing food to be distributed each Friday. The program costs roughly $700 a month to run, so
donations are very important. Qur goal is to send home 2 protiens, 2 fruits/snacks and 2 breakfast items with each
child on Fridays, to help supplement their meals at home for the weekend.

For more information about the Grace Pack program, piease contact us at:
WesiGarePTO@aol.com

http://westgatepto.wix.com/westgate-pto#!grace-packs/crtd



http://westgatepto.wix.com/westgate-pto%23!grace-packs/crtd

Surfside Church

ministries

www.surfsidechurch.com/#!ministries/c1jx



http://www.surfsidechurch.com/%23!ministries/c1jxp
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